MAJttY    UJb
1715          " Last Saturday, St George's Day was strictly observed, the whole
city was illuminated with great bonfires . . . but none so noted as that upon Snow Hill, where about 10,000 Mobb . . . proceeded to the choyce of a Speaker who commanded a health to the glorious memory of Queen Anne . . . then the condid [conduit] presently ran with Wine and the health with a triple Hussa, that being ended the Speaker commanded all to kneel downe . . . and commanded a health to King James III which was begun with a triple Hussa, that being ended, the Speaker commanded a health to mount King George for his home, which was immediately don. . . . Then the burning of the Picture of King William and his last speach, which was Don, then Oliver Cromwell and lastly King George, which were all thrown into the fire and burnt; this solemnly being ended, the Speaker commanded to drink a health to the family of Stuarts . . . then to separate and break all the windows in town that were not illuminated . . . which was immediately don with greate fury, but noe house was so terribly mould [mawled] as the Lord Mayor's because he was a known Whig; these tumults of the people are extremely increased at the accidental fall of three houses whereby almost all the people were kill'd and by a most dreadfull fire which happened yesterday at White Chapell, . . . and by the Dismall totall eclipse of the Sun upon St George's Eve, all which the people look upon as judgments for keeping the lawfull heire out of the throne, so that were he alone in England, noe man would dare to touch him. . . ."
Nothing lay nearer the Queen's heart than the question, now seriously agitated, of a marriage for her son. The Emperor Charles VI, to whom the exaltation of the House of Hanover was not altogether pleasing, and who did not share his father's dislike for the Stuarts, seems to have entertained the possibility of a marriage between James and one of his sisters, his daughter not being of a marriageable age.
The efforts of Mary Beatrice with the French Court did not relax, the news from England and Bolingbroke's arrival in Paris in March were fresh incentives of good augury in James's favour, and she contemplated going to Bar (under pretence of a visit to Plombieres to drink the waters), to see her son and treat of his marriage and other affairs ; but sickness again laid
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